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March 11, 2020 
 
Late Saturday, we received guidelines specifically for schools to address 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) from the California Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) and the California Department of Education (CDE). We 
have reviewed the guidelines, and we want you to know that our current 
actions are already aligned with what CDPH and CDE are advising. A copy 
of the CDPH and CDE guidelines that outlines 4 scenarios is below. 
 
Scenario 1: Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School District is 
currently in Scenario 1 which means that none of our students or staff 
have been identified for having the Coronavirus. Scenario 1 includes 
measures already underway in our district to prevent the spread. For this 
stage, here are the steps that we have already taken that are aligned with 
CDPH and CDE guidelines: 

• We have a travel protocol in place that excludes students, teachers, 
and staff who have traveled over the course of the last 14 days to 
countries that have been identified as high risk. 

• Additionally, we have procedures in place to exclude those who have 
been in close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19 from 
the school for 14 days from the day of their last exposure. 

This has not happened in Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School 
District, but we have procedures in place in the event this happens. 

• If a student or staff member has a fever and/or respiratory infection 
symptoms while on any of our sites, they will be asked to go home 
immediately. Meanwhile, they will be separated from others until they 
go home and placed in a designated room where others would not 
be allowed to enter. 

• We have been communicating with our families and staff regularly 
with updates on how we are responding to the Coronavirus concerns 
and have a plan in place to provide ongoing communication to keep 
you updated. 

• We have sent information on preventive actions to our families and 
staff and posted them on the Sutter County and our district website. 
These preventive actions include staying home when sick, seeking 
medical care if symptoms become more severe, using respiratory 
etiquettes such as covering a cough with a tissue or sleeve and 
washing hands frequently. 
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Scenario 2: Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School District is not in 
Scenario 2. 
Scenario 2 includes measures to take if there are two or more community 
transmission cases of COVID-19, but no individuals within the school test 
positive. In the event that there are two or more community cases, we will 
communicate that information to you. We will address Scenario 2 in 
alignment with CDPH and CDE guidelines. Some of those specific areas 
include: 

• Asking teachers and staff with any fever/or respiratory infection 
symptoms not to come to work, considering alternatives to large 
group gatherings to limit close contact, including things like school 
assemblies or open houses. 

• In cases where we have information that a student may have been 
exposed to COVID-19, we will work closely with the family to ensure 
the student is able to return to school when it is determined 
appropriate, and we will excuse absences as needed. 

• Additionally, the student will be provided access to Independent 
Study during their up to two-week quarantine. 

 
Scenario 3: Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School District is not in 
Scenario 3. Scenario 3 includes measures to take if one student, teacher, 
or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 and exposed others at the 
school. As a reminder, Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School 
District is not in Scenario 3. If Scenario 3 is necessary for Marcum-Illinois 
Union Elementary School District, we will communicate with you this 
information and the next steps. What differentiates Scenario 2 from 
Scenario 3 is a diagnosis of COVID-19 for a student or staff member, not 
just a relative or someone they came in contact with. The Superintendent 
and staff would consult with the local public health department and 
consider if we need to close schools and the length of time to keep 
school(s) closed based on the risk level. We have a plan in place to 
communicate school closure(s) to our families, staff, and community. We 
realize that closing schools will impact working parents, so we have 
provided links to resources at the bottom of this communication that 
includes information on labor laws and leave. 
Additionally, in Scenario 3 we would provide guidance to our community 
about limiting social contact and canceling group activities or events, after-
school and extracurricular activities such as sports, GATE, etc. We 
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would also encourage parents not to utilize this time for children’s social 
interaction but to support the rationale behind closing school(s) which is to 
limit contact with others until we’re cleared to resume normal 
operations/activities. Throughout this stage, we would communicate 
regularly with our local public health department and keep you informed. 
 
Scenario 4. Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School District is not in 
Scenario 4. Scenario 4 includes measures that we would take if multiple 
schools within our area have a student, teacher or staff member test 
positive for COVID-19. Aligned with the CDPH and CDE guidelines, the 
Superintendent and staff would consult with local public health officials for 
guidance on school closures. If all schools within the area are 
recommended to close, we would communicate that information to our 
families, staff, and community. We would reinforce social distancing, and 
engage with local health officials to determine what additional cleaning 
protocols are needed before the reopening of school, and the timing of 
when students and staff should return. 
We know that other agencies have talked about moving towards online 
learning; however not everyone has the same access to the internet, a 
viable laptop or a computer at home. Realistically, instruction at 
this scale solely via email, Google Classroom, and other tools is not the 
high-quality education Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School 
District students deserve. Again, as of the writing of this communication, 
Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School District is currently in 
Scenario 1 which means that none of our students or staff have been 
identified for having the Coronavirus. Student and staff safety are always 
our number one priority. If you have any questions or concerns, please call 
Jimmie Eggers at the school (530)656-2407 or on my cell at (530)777-
8016. 
 
Jimmie Eggers 
Superintendent/Principal 
Marcum-Illinois Union Elementary School District 
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Resources from the California Labor and Workforce Development 
Guidance: 
Labor Workforce & Development Agency 
https://www.labor.ca.gov/coronavirus2019/  
Employment Development Department  
https://edd.ca.gov/about_edd/coronavirus-2019.htm     
Department of Industrial Relations 
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm   
California Department of Public Health 
1615 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95814 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/   
 
California Department of Public Health 
TO: County Offices of Education 
County District Superintendents 
Charter School Administrators 
Local Education Departments 
CC: County Public Health Departments 
DATE: March 7, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: School Guidance on Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 
This guidance is based on what is currently known about the transmission 
and severity of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH), in consultation with the California 
Department of Education (CDE), will update this guidance as needed and 
as additional information becomes available. This document is intended to 
be statewide guidance to help both school and public health officials inform 
their decision making. Decisions by school officials and local public health 
officials should be determined by the specific circumstances in local 
jurisdictions. 
 
Background 
COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a novel virus that has been 
spreading worldwide. Community-acquired cases have now been 
confirmed in California. We are gaining more understanding of COVID-19’s 
epidemiology, clinical course, immunogenicity, and other factors as time 
progresses, and the situation is changing daily. CDPH is in the process of 
monitoring COVID-19, conducting testing with local and federal partners, 
and providing guidance and resources to prevent, detect and respond to 

https://www.labor.ca.gov/coronavirus2019/
https://edd.ca.gov/about_edd/coronavirus-2019.htm
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/
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the occurrence of COVID-19 cases in California. At this time, community 
transmission of COVID-19 has occurred in California. Educational 
institutions should prepare for possible impacts of COVID-19 and take 
precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19, as well as other infectious 
diseases, including influenza and gastroenteritis. 
 
Illness Severity 
The complete clinical picture with regard to COVID-19 is not fully 
understood. Reported illnesses have ranged from mild to severe, including 
illness resulting in death. Older people and people with certain underlying 
health conditions like heart disease, lung disease and diabetes, for 
example, seem to be at greater risk of serious illness. Below CDPH and 
CDE have outlined four (4) scenarios that should be considered by each 
school and partner organization serving students in order to protect 
students, families, and staff. 
Scenario I: Measures already underway to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. 
Pursuant to prior guidance released, school administrators have or should 
immediately take steps to slow the spread of respiratory infectious 
diseases, including COVID-19. CDPH has recommended implementing the 
following steps: 

• Review and update comprehensive school safety plans, including 
continuity plans for teaching and learning if students are absent from 
school. 

• Exclude students, teachers, or staff who have a travel history over 
the course of the last 14 days to an area identified by the CDC as 
Level 3  

Travel Health Notice 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/clinical-criteria.html  
Additionally, exclude those who have been in close contact with someone 
diagnosed with COVID-19 from the school for 14 days from the day of their 
last exposure. 

• Send students, teachers, and staff who present with fever and/or 
respiratory infection symptoms home immediately. Separate them 
from others until they go home. When feasible, identify a “sick room” 
through which others do not regularly pass. Coordinate with all 
partner organizations serving students to ensure consistent 
practices. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/clinical-criteria.html
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• Encourage flu vaccine for those persons over 6 months of age who 
have not had it this season. 

• Develop a plan to communicate with the school community. 
• Contact your county emergency operations center if it has been is 

established or your local public health department immediately if you 
notice any concerning clusters of respiratory disease or spikes in 
absenteeism. For contact information, please search the local public 
health department. 

 
Encourage all students, families, and staff to take everyday preventive 
actions:  

• Stay home when sick. 
• Remain at home until fever has been gone for at least 24 hours 

         without the use of fever-reducing medicines. 
• Seek immediate medical care if symptoms become more severe, 

          e.g., high fever or difficulty breathing. 
• Use “respiratory etiquette.” 
• Cover cough with a tissue or sleeve 
• See https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/actions-prevent-flu.htm  for 

multilingual posters and flyers, posted at the bottom of webpage. 
• Provide adequate supplies within easy reach, including tissues and 

          no-touch trash cans. 
• Wash hands frequently. 
• Encourage hand washing by students and staff through education, 

          scheduled time for handwashing, and the provision of adequate 
          supplies. 

• Enhance cleaning consistent with CDC guidance  
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/cleaning-
disinfection.html  
 
Scenario II: Measures to be taken if there are two or more community 
transmission cases of COVID-19, but no individuals within the school 
test positive. 
If the local public health department has confirmed two or more 
community transmission cases, but no individuals (staff or students) at the 
school have tested positive for COVID-19, in addition to the items outlined 
in Phase I, CDPH recommends school administrators implement the 
following steps: 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/actions-prevent-flu.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/cleaning-disinfection.html
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• Teachers and staff with any fever and/or respiratory infection 
symptoms should not come to work. Teachers and staff should self- 
screen (i.e., check themselves for subjective fever and/or respiratory 
symptoms such as cough) for respiratory infection symptoms each 
morning before interacting with students. 

• Ensure sick leave policies for those allow teachers and staff to stay 
home if they have symptoms of respiratory infection. 

• Limit visitors to the school by not allowing those with symptoms of 
fever and/or respiratory infection or who have a travel history over the 
course of the last 14 days to an area identified by the CDC as Level 3 
Travel Health Notice. 

• Consider alternates to congregate or group programming within the 
school including any large or communal activities such as 
assemblies. Alternate approaches which limit close contact may 
include conducting assemblies via webcasts or intercom 
announcements. 

• Consider implementing staggered recess times to limit the number of 
students who are together; and if possible, group recess by 
classrooms. 

• Consider relaxing requirements for a doctor’s note for the child to 
return to school after illness. 

 
Scenario III: Measures to be taken if one student, teacher or staff 
member tests positive for COVID-19 and exposed others at the 
school. 
If one student, teacher or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 and 
exposed others at the school, CDPH recommends that school 
administrators implement the following steps: 

• In consultation with the local public health department, the 
appropriate school official may consider if school closure is 
warranted and length of time based on the risk level within the 
specific community as determined by the local public health officer. 

• In consultation with the local public health department, school 
officials may determine readmission criteria after the school closures. 

• Implement communication plans for school closure to include 
outreach to students, parents, teachers, staff, and the community. 

• Include information for parents regarding labor laws, information 
regarding Disability Insurance, Paid Family Leave, and 
Unemployment Insurance. 
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• California Labor and Workforce Development Guidance: 
             https://www.labor.ca.gov/coronavirus2019  

• The California Employment Development Department 
                https://edd.ca.gov/about_edd/coronavirus-2019.htm  
                https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm  
 
 Closing schools is a difficult decision as it has impacts on families and 
employers. The state will continue to assess the situation and provide 
information as needed: 

• Provide guidance to parents, teachers and staff reminding them of 
the importance of community social distancing measures while 
school is closed, including discouraging students or staff from 
gathering elsewhere. Community social distancing measures include 
canceling group activities or events, religious services, after-school 
classes and sporting events. 

• Consider developing a plan for continuity of education, medical and 
social services, and meal programs and establish alternate 
mechanisms for these to continue. 

• Meal programs can continue to offer meals when school is closed. 
More information is available on the CDE web site: 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/nutritionwhatsnew.asp  

• Maintain regular communications with the local public health 
department. 

• Consult CDC guidelines (see https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/home/cleaning-disinfection.html)  for schools to 
determine what additional cleaning protocols, if any, should be 
deployed at the school prior to reopening the school. 

• Determine the timing of return of students and staff, and any 
additional steps needed for the school to reopen, in consultation with 
the local public health department. 

 
Scenario IV: Measures to be taken if multiple schools within a school 
district have a student, teacher or staff member test positive for 
COVID-19. 
If multiple schools within the school district have a student, teacher or staff 
member test positive for COVID-19, the school administrator should consult 
with local public health officials for guidance on additional school closures. 
If it is determined that all schools within the school district should be closed 
for instruction, CDPH recommends the following: 

https://www.labor.ca.gov/coronavirus2019
https://edd.ca.gov/about_edd/coronavirus-2019.htm
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/nutritionwhatsnew.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/cleaning-disinfection.html
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• In consultation with the local public health department, the school 
administrator may determine if additional school closures and what 
length of time is warranted based on the risk level within the specific 
community as determined by the local public health officer. 

• Develop communication plans for school closure to include outreach 
to students, parents, teachers, staff, and the community. 

• Provide guidance to parents, teachers and staff reminding them of 
the importance of community social distancing measures while 
school is closed, including discouraging students or staff from 
gathering elsewhere. Community social distancing measures include 
canceling group activities or events, religious services, after-school 
classes and sporting events. 

• Consider developing a plan for continuity of education, medical and 
social services, and meal programs and establish alternate 
mechanisms for these to continue. 

• Maintain regular communications with the local public health 
department. 

• Work with the local public health department to determine what 
additional cleaning protocols, if any, should be deployed at the 
school prior to reopening the school. 

• Determine the timing of return of students and staff, and any 
additional steps needed for the school to reopen, in consultation with 
the local public health department. 
 

The CDE and CDPH would urge schools to ensure students’ and staffs’ 
privacy to help prevent discrimination or unnecessary stigmatization. For 
additional information or questions regarding medically fragile populations, 
programs, or funding implications, please contact the CDE. 
 
Additional Resources. 
 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/ncov2
019.aspx  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html   
 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/ncov2019.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/ncov2019.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

